— — x 


"Va 
R E P LY 226M 


0 aA. 5879. : 4 
err ANSWER 


TO A 


PAMPHLET, 


ENTITLE.D, 
# 


ORCERY DETECTED. 


* » 


Lu#tificam Alecto dirarum ab ſede ſororum 

| Inferniſque ciet tenebris : cui triſtia bella, 

Ireque, inſidiæque, et crimina noxia cordi. 

| Oat et ipſe pater Pluton, odere ſorores 

Tartareæ monſirum: tot ſeſe vertit in ora, 

| Tam [eve facies, tot pullulat atra colubris. 
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Mr. DOBBS's ANSWER 


TO MY 


IPAMPHLE I. 


ENTITLE D, 


FORGERY DETECTED. 


FR FTE R his nn Mr. 


of 1 10s ) Dobbs lets us know that he ſhould 


ill. — deſpiſe * the Inſinuation of Forge- 
JT SN ry, contained as he ſays, in that 
Pamphlet, did it only pcrſonally 
regard him; but as it has a farther Tendency, 
B caſy 


E With what Reaſon we ſhall ſee preſently, 


10 


- 
— . | [ ] ; a — : 
= 4 - * 2 - « ” Ps 9 25 " 


eaſy tot be obſerved (by! which 1; ſuppoſe, he 


would inſinuate an Endcavout to prevent a 
farther Search) he looks upon it inaumbent 
on kim, to anſwer ſuch an extraordinary 


Charge *, and to ſhe that there is juſt Cauſe 
to ſuſpect, that ſome under hand Practice 
hath heen made uſe of, to procure ſo glaring 
an Afridavit and Atteſtation, made againſt 
undeniable Facts |. This Subtertuge of my 
under hand PraQticcs and of all my Witneſſes 


being perjured, and ſwearing by my Direction, 


this Gentleman has in a manner worn Thread- 
bare, it has been ſo often expoſed to the Re- 
buffs of Truth. | 


I defy Mr. Dobbs to prove any one Inſtance | 5 
of my having tampered with Witneſſes; ſo 


of » 


* 
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far am I from being guilty of Corruption, as 
he has more than in one Place, I may ſay, 8 


taxed me; all my Witneſſes have ſought me 


out and voluntatily offered me their Evidence 
from an innate Love of Juſtice, remarkable in, 


even, the loweſt of our Nation: Can Mr. 
Dobbs lay his Hand upon his Heart and ſay 
the ſame thing? 


He has made a great ſtir about the Affida- 


vits ſworn by my Witneſſes being drawn up 


for them, which J admit is a Fact, but I believe 
no one, though greatly inferior to Mr. Dobbs | 
in Point of Underſtanding, will infer from | 
thence that they were directed by me, or any | 
Agent | 


+ Very common in like Caſes. | 

* Fully proved to be the contrary by Mr. Dobb; himſelf, in 
his blundering Endeavours to get off from it, as will be made 
apparent in theſe Sheets, | 


vn up 


clievc 


Dobbs | 
trom | 
r any 
Agent 


ſelf, in 
e made 
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Aent ef mine, what they were to fear; 


neither will any one, who knows them Per- 


a ſonally, or by Character, believe they would 
= ſwear by Direction and contrary to the Truth, 


for whatever Conſideration. But I beg leave 
to ask who drew up the Queries ſent by the Lords 
of the Admiralty to be anſwered, and whether 
they were not drawn up by a Junto, at which 
— preſided? I would alſo ask who ſet Mr. 
Smith to deſire Capt. Middleton to write 
to Mr. Dobbs, and to give him hopes of a 
Paſſage though he even thought otherwiſe ? 
Was this Requeſt made with the ſole View 
of coming at the Truth? Who was it that 
altered the joint Report of the Licutenant and 
Maſter, made Auguſt 1, 17424 Who was 
it that altered the Figures in the Waſte or 
Log-Book, which was found in the Pofleſſion, 
after ſome days ſearching for it, of Mr. C— 
e, then a Lord of the Admiralty, and, as 
the Sequel will ſhew, Mr. Dobbs's great 
Friend? Who was it that ſurreptitiouſly took 
away from the Navy-Office, and has ever ſince 
ſecreted, the Licutenant's Journals? Who 
was it that corrupted ſome of my Officers, 
by promiſing them Preferment and Rewards 


to their Heart's Content, and farther endea- 


voured to corrupt other of my Officers and 
Men, to deny what they had long before ſign- 
ed tor Truth? Who was it that prevailed 
on ſome of them to invert the Direction of 
the Tides, between Brook Cobham and the 

B 2 Frozen 


4 
Frozen Straits? Who was it that promiſed 
the Maſter of the Furnace the ſame Command 
Capt. Midaleton had, if he would join with 
two of Mr. Dobbrs Witneſſes fo compleat 


a certain Purpoſẽ? Who was it that encou- 
raged Thompſon to threaten the ſaid Maſter 


as well as Capt. Middleton with Ruin, upon 
his anſwering that Ye did not approve their 
Schemes, and that they ſhould not carry him 


any more to Mr. Dobbs, as he the ſaid Maſter 


has ſworn? Who was it that encouraged 
Thompſon and Wygate to threaten Mr. James 


Smith? Who was it that tampered with 


Guy and Satchell to contradict their Affida- 
vits? And what ſort of a Front muſt that 


Man have, who in Print will tell the World 
that theſe, I had liked to have ſaid, infamous, 
Proceedings, arc with no other View than to 
diſcover the Truth for the Intereſt of the 


Public? I beg Pardon for this Digreflion. 
Mr. Dobbs having thrown the 'aforemen- 
tioned. dirty Inſinuation of Corruption on me, 


in the very fitſt Paragraph of his Anſwer to the 


afoteſaid Pamphlet, begins his lame Defence, 
by an hiſtorical Account of the mighty Cau- 
tion he uſed, as he thought it his Duty, to 
take his own Words, to get all the Evidence 
and Light he could, as he wanted to be con- 
vinced of the I RUTH or FALSHOOD of the 
great FROZEN STRATT; for truly, at that 
time it ſcems, he had but little Faith in Mr. 
Wygate's and Thompſons Informations, though 
the former, he fays, in the very next Line, 


knew 
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Fiete as much as the Cuptain, but notwith- 

S ſtanding he did not give Credit, at that time, 
to his two Witneſſes, though one of them ſo 
knowing, yet he applied to them, and them 
only, for farthcr Light to come at the Truth: 
X How. incoherent is this! Did not Mr. Dobbs 
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himſelf to People whoſe Veracity he owns he 
then doubted? Oh! but this was to conceal 
his Deſign from me and Axx, that I might not 
(I ſuppoſe) corrupt, nor he Axx, be corrupt- 
ed, which might poſſibly have prevented his 
having got this Draught, and which he pro- 
cured by this cautious Way of acting. 
When he had got it into his Poſſeſſion, he 
tells us, he waited upon Mr. Cockburne *, one 
of the Lords of the Admiralty, and having ac- 


Draught, quite different from mine, he goes 
on in his fame cloſe way of Working. He 
tells us, that as the finding out of this Truth, 
would be a material Proof in the Charge 
againſt the Captain, who was then charged 
by me with Miſconduct, before the Admiral. 
ty; he (Mr. Dobbs) could wiſh that he (Mr. 
Cockburne) could know the Truth of this 


T Draught of Axx as from himſelf, f by writ- 


ing 

The Sequel will ſhew how much this Gentleman, one of 
my Judges, is obliged to Mr. Dobbs. 

+ Mr. Cockburze might have known this in five Minutes, ſince 
the Books of the Admiralty contain the Names of every Man 
and Boy on board his Majeſty's Ships; and as often as the reſ- 
pective Captains write to the Admiralty, they give an Account 
of what Men are borne upon their Books, as may be ſeen by 
the 2d Article of Captains or Commanders Inſtructions. 


know. a more proper Method, than to addreſs 


quainted that Gentleman that he had got a 
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ang % of the Officers on board the Alp. 
3 2 know if there was ſuch a Man 
there, and to fend him up an Account from 
Axx,-what he obſerved when' aſhore at Cape 
Frigid;” and à Draught of the Place or 
Strait be was at. Some time after this, 
Mx. Cockburne informed him, that he had 
written to the Purſer of the A/dborough and 
had reccived an Anſwer with a Draught, and 
upon comparing that he himſelf had, with 
this in Mr. Cockburne's Poſſeſſion, he and 
that Gentleman found them exactly agreeing, 
and then he (Mr. Dobbs) ſeems to applaud 
himſelf, with having very providentially taken 
all the. prudent Steps he could, to prevent 
his being impoſed upon by any Forgery, 
though he little thought at that time that he MF © 
ſhould be charged with it* ; but when he had 


heard that I was about publiſhing a Pamphlet, * 
in which he was to be charged. with forging MF „ 
the Letter and Draught, he immediately ſearch- MF ©. 
ed for and found the Original ſent to . MF ©/7 
gate r, which he luckily had kept ſafe, and ©. 
applied himſelf to his Friend Mr. Cockburne, RF © 
to juſtify him in the Account he had given, 
Viz. that Axx had ſent a Duplicate to one © a 
of the Lords of the Admiralty; and he de-. © 1 
| ſired WF © 1 
: cc {{ 

The Sequel will ſhew he had a greater Confidence in tis 4. 


Artifice than he had reaſon to have. a 

I To whom beſides his Friend Coctburne was this cver 
ſhewn, let him if he dares depoſite it with the Secretary of le 
Admiralty, to be produced in a Court of Juſtice when #3ga:: 
and Axx are in England, 


+ +4 
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fired the faid Lord to look out ſor the Letter 
and Draught, encloſed to him by Mr. Moncrief, 
the Purſer; | but as he had not then found 
either ; he, Mr. Cockburne, ſent Mr. Dobbs 
a Letter, which, encloſed another from Mr. 
Moncritf, and are as follows. 


EY IR, 


“ T Am ſorry I can't anſwer your Deſire fo 
fully as you may expect, having miſlaid 
* the Letters, and alſo the Draught which 1 
received from Mr. Moncrief, the Purſer of 
the Aldborongh. 

Upon ſome of the Officers x of the Fur- 
© nace being examined before the Admiralty, 
« relating to their Voyage under Captain 
« Middleton's Command, I obſerved they 
«© named one Axx, who had been Gunner of 
« the Furnace, and was then Gunner of the 
Aldborough, at that Time fitting out at Lzver- 
* pool; I wrote a private Letter to the Purſer 
of the Alaborough, with whom I was very 
« well. acquainted, deſiring him to take an 
“ Opportunity of talking "with the Gunner 
* about that Voyage, and articularly upon 
«© ſome Points relating to Fats about which, 


A 
A 


A 
* 


«I found Captain Middleton and his Officers 


* ſcemed to differ. This J purely did to 
« ſatisfy. my Curiolity T, and to lcarn what I 
could 

+ And, . never will be found. 


* Note this 
+ Obſerve the Cauſe of Mr. Cacllarue's Writing. 
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& could from a Man who (from the Diſtance 
cc he was at) I believed, might not be appriz- 
« ed of there having been ſo different Ac- 
E' counts given of ſome Particulars of that 
“ Voyage. I received, ſoon after, a & Return 
« from Mr. Monerzef, with the Gunner's An- 
« ſwer to the ſeveral Particulars I had men- 
© tioned; and telling me, that the Gunner, 
« Axx, had promiſed to give a Sketch of the 
& Place where he had been a Shore, which 
© would better explain what he had faid; 
« accordingly, in ſome Days, I had a ſecond 
« Letter from Mr. Moncrief, incloſing a ſort 
te of a Draught, to which the Gunner referred. 


AI think this was in April or F May, 1743 


Many of the Particulars of this whole Af- 
« fair are now quite out of my Head z but J 
« remember that ſome Days after my xecciv- 
ce ing the Draught, I ſaw you, and we com- 
& parcd a Draught, you told me Axx had 
te ſent to one of his Shipmates in the Furnace, 
te with the one I had got, and we thought 
te they exactly agreed , as if the one had been 
*« copyed from the other. If I can find the 
«© one 1 had upon ſorting of my Papers and 
| «© Let- 


10 this I ould be apt to think the Letter dictated by Mr. 
Dobbs. | 

+ This Disjunctive is material. 

T How could they otherwiſe than agree, for *tis, I think, 
pay made appear, they muſt have been done by the ſame 

and, if this Letter itſelf is not a Fiction, which 1 may be al- 
lowed to queſtion, by Mr. Dobbs's way of working, I may fa 
in the Winds Eye, againſt the Current of Truth: But he wi 
never Weather the Gunner's Affidavit. 
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RED ecember 20, 17 44 


% Mr. Moncrie 


cc S1 R, 


[- 9: 
Letters; which I muſt do, before! leaye this 
Office, you ſhall have it.“ 


Jan, Sir, 


1 Tour moſt Obetient, 
ans all/ Offic , humble Servant, 


John Cockburne. 


F is in Town, attending 
the making up his Purſer's Accounts for 
the Harwich, of which he is now Parſer, 
T ſhall write to know from him what he re- 
collects of the above Story of his Converſa- 
tion with Arx the Gunner, and of the 
Draught and Sketch he ſent to me. If you 
enquire into his Character, I believe you will 
be fully ſatisfied that he'll fay nothing but 
what may be depended upon. What is above, 
is all- that occurs to me, or that I can poſi- 
tively charge my Memory with at preſent, 


o ARTHUR Donzs, Eſq; 


Here follows Mr. Moncrief's Letter, 


Tewerhill December 21 , 1744. 


% In Anſwer to yours of Yeſtcrday's Date 
concerning a Draught which I received 
from George Axx, Gunner of the Al4bo- 
rough, and which I ſent you up from Liver- 
pool, in the Month of April 1743 lam poſi- 


£c 


„ tiye as to the thing. 


remember l firſt (ent 


C « you. 
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" "; You his Anſwer to certain Queſtions which ; | 
© you deſired me to propole to him, relating | 3 


=Inenti 
<* to his Opinion about a North Welt Paſſage, 


hen 


mater 
« gt à Place where he went aſhore to make uſtri 
« his Obſervations. P 'F, ohn 

“ That you might comprehend his Mean- E xpct 


ing more diſtinctly, I deſired him td draw 
« a Sketch of the Places he deſcribed, with 8 
e ſhort Remarks on what he had ſcen. 
When he gave me his Draught (which in- 
© deed was no more than a rough Sketch, 
for he pretends to no Skill in drawing) he 
c told me, that he had ſent juſt ſuch another 
<* ſome time before to a Gentleman in London, 


or } 
art 


ho, I think he ſaid, had been Captain's | Capat 

ec Cletk to the Furnace.” t cos 
I am, Sir, hy 

Ar MQzain 

Tour moſt Obedient, ec ha 

humble Servant, 9 * ” 

c To the honourable ohn John Moncricf, e 

* Cockburne, Eſq;” heir 

| | Bi _ WDMbclic 

r. Dobbs tells us that his looking upon this Melt 

3 to be a material Proof of my Miſ- WM 7, 

condudt,” was-one Reafon for his having taken the a 

the Pains he did to procure one. The other WF T| 

Reaſon he gives, was to prevent his being im- Ar 
poſed upon by any Forgery &. As to the firſt s a 

Reaſon which he alleges, it is evidently falſe; hat 
as he never made uſe of it, nay, neyer durſt ut 

* A great Compliment to his Witneſſes. one 


mention 


22.408 

ention it, *till Axx was out of England, 
hen he printed his Remarks: Wherefore this 
material Proof, which he tells us he was ſo in- 
Huſtrious to get, pretty near reſembles King 
Hohn of France's leveying an Army at a great 
Expence, 


or he, "tis ſaid, with forty thouſand Men, 
arch'd up a Hill and ſo—march'd 
down agen. 


His ſecond Reaſon ought. to weigh with 
every one of his Readers, for if he did not 
know his Witneſſes, or at leaſt, ſuſpect them 
Y Fee of being guilty of Forgery, how ſhould 
it come into his Head to guard againſt it? or 
I hy ſhould he take all theſe Precautions 
=Zzainl(t Forgery, as they would be uſeleſs had 
I c hada Confidence in them; and it he had not, 
s he has here plainly made appcar, I ſhould be 
b lad he would cnlarge my Underſtanding by 
I iewing why he expects the Public ſhould pin 
their Faith upon thcir Veracity, and implicitly 
Wbclicve the Evidence of Men, which he him- 
elf durſt not truſt to. But 

Let us examine this Affair by the Dates of 
the aforeſaid Letters. 

The Time which Mr. //ygate received Mr. 
HAxxs ſuppoſed Letter is not ſpecified. This 
* a low Art of Mr. Dobbs's, in ſuppreſſing 
rhatcver he thinks may make againſt him: 


5 5 
: 4 


one el{ewhere; for the ſuppoſed Letter from 
C4 Axx, 


aut it will avail him herc as little as it has 
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that he, Mr. Dobbs, waited on Mr. Cockburne, 4 
one of the Lords of the Admiralty, and told 


ſon, could it have been corroborated by the 


| 


[ "2 1] 
Axx is dated April 15, 1743, conſequently 
he might receive it on the 18th, or allow two 
Poſts more, and ſay the 24th, he had it Time | 5 
enough to have brought it in as Evidence againſt N | 
me before the ſecond of May, when my "Offi 
cers were examined. Nay, his Friend Mr. 
Cockburne, to whom he ſhewed this ſuppoſes | 
Draught, whom he deſired, as he himſelf has Y 
ſhewn, to write about it, had alſo a Draught J | 
from Mr. Moncrzef in April, and they com- 
pared them together, as is evident from both 
what Mr. Dobbs ſays, viz. Wygate went 
immediately, and carried it to him, and upon 


him he had got a Draught from the Gunner of 
the Alaborough, cc. and from Mr. Mon. 
crief's Letter, in which he is poſitive that he 
ſent the Draught to Mr. Cockburne in April. It 
he was diffident, as he pretends, of the Draught 
given him by IWyzate, his Suſpicion muſt have 2 
been removed by ſeeing that which the Puricr 
ſent to a Lord of the Admiralty, and com- 
paring the two together and finding them agrec, 
as the ſaid Lord writes, in his already cited 
Letter, as if one had been copied from the 
other. Having ſuch ſtrong Evidence againſt 2 
me, Evidence, which would have given 3 : 


Credit to his Witneſſes, Nygate and Thomp- 2 


verbal Teſtimony of Axx, who might have 
been ſent for and been examined ore * renus Þ 


Ware Hawk there. 1 
Evidence, 


L +88 7] 


Evidence, ſo maintained, which muſt have 
put an End to all further Diſputes, and have 
not only convicted me of my Roguery, but 
have cleared Mr. Dobbs from all Deſigns of 
private Intereſt; how comes it that ſuch an 


Evidence, which muſt have proved ſo fatal to 


me, and have been of ſuch Advantage to Mr. 
Dobbs, was never produced at the Admiralty 
Board, nay, that no other of the Lords were 
ever informed of it: What Rcaſon can be al- 
leged for this Evidence being ſmothered? Mr. 
Dobbs won't ſay, that it was from a Tender- 
neſs for my Character, as 'tis cvident he has 
done all he could, and cven in the bittereſt, 
moſt ſpiteful, and unbecoming Language, 


that ever Antagoniſt, though even not a Gen- 


tleman, made ule of, to deltroy it. He can- 
not ſay he was diſſuaded by Mr. Cockburne's 
Humanity, as hc was the only one of that ho- 
nourable Board who. denied me Acceſs, after 
having often been at his Houſe, ſent up my 
Duty, and deſired Leave to wait upon him; 
and as that Gentleman's Letters, here before 
quoted, prove that he was Mr. Dobbs's faſt 
Friend, intirely attached to his Intereſt, and 
ready to go all reaſonable Lengths to ſerve 
him. I fear Mr. Dobbs, cven Wich this Af. 
ſitance, will not be able to eſtabliſh this 
Draught, and that he will be as much puzzled to 
give a tolerable Reaſon for his not producing 
this ſo material Proof, as I am ſatisficd he will 
not give the ttue one; which, in my Opinion, 
can be no other than this, that he feared it was 
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fo rank a Forgery, he durſt not truſt it to the 
Examination of the Lords of the Admiralty, not- 
withſtanding his Intereſt with him, Who was the 
ſecond of that honourable Board. A Reader 
may here ſay, in the gay Language of Mrs. 
Behn, This Forgery was to ſome Parpoſe, or 
to no Purpoſe, if it was to no Purpoſe, to 
what Purpoſe was it? This is caſily anſwered, 
VIS, that it might be, and really was, to a very 
infamous Purpoſe, the aſperſing my Character 
in Print, when Axx was abroad; who, poſ- 
ſibly, might never return to detect this 
Raguery; ic was in England, tis plain, when 
Mr. Dobbs brought his Charge againſt me; 
and, had this forged Draught been produced, 
it was natural to think that I ſhould have inſiſted 
on his being brought up to confront me, and ſup- 
port, or deny, as he has done by Affidavit, 
this forged Draught; and it is alſo reaſonable 
to believe that the Lords could not have de- 
nied me ſuch Favour, without apparent Par- 
tiality ; altho' ſomebody, who had before taken 
Pains, to aſliſt him, might poſſibiy have pre- 
vented Axx's Appearance, notwithſtanding 
the honourable Board's Order for it, and then 
Mr. Dobbs would, it is probable, have charged 
his Default to me. 

This will not be thought a groundleſs 
Conjeaure ſince we have ſeen Mr. Dobbs 
with glaring * Impudence, charge me with 
a Forgery in the Ship's Waſte Log-Book, 


# Avero-4005fical Flower of Rhetoric. 
that 


1 
that was found in the Houſe of his Friend 
(ſo that I could not fo far hurt myſelf) 
and was contrived to invalidate my Jour- 
nal, and ſupport Mr. Dobbs's falſe Aſſer- 
tions: And eſpecially if we farther conſider 
the different Reaſons given by Mr. Dobbs 
and Mr. Cockburne, for the latter's writing 
to Mr. Moncrief. Mr. Dobbs ſays, he deſired 
Mr. Cockburne to write, his Words are, © He 
« could wiſh that he would know the Truth 
« of this Draught of Axx's as from himſelf 
« by writing, &c.” This is a civil and modeſt 
Way of deſiring, and Mr. Cockburne's W rit- 
ing proves that he took this Viſb to be a Re- 
queſt. Again, let us examine this Letter of Mr. 
Cockburne, and what Mr. Moncrief fays in 
his, and it will prove that Mr. Cockburne was 
very ready to aſſiſt Mr. Dobbs in the Diſcovery 
of Truth. Mr. Cockburne's Letter ſays, that 
he wrote purely to ſatisfy his Cario/ity, and 
this Curioſity, he alſo tells us, ſprang from his 
hearing Axx's Name mentioned, when ſome 
of the Officers of the Furnace were examined 
before the Admiralty. Here is a Curioſity 
ſprung from an Examination of Officers, which 
Examination was not made, as appears by the 
Minutes of theAdmiralty, till the ſecond of May, 
alter Mr. Moncreif had ſent a Draught to Mr. 
= Cockburne. And if we farther examine the Let- 
ter we ſhall find that Mr. Coctburue deſired 
to be informed of {ome particular Points 
= :zclating to Facts, in which he obſerved that 
I | I and 
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and my Officers differed, and this not only 
before the Examination, but even after he 
had xreccived Axx's' pretended Anſwer and 
Draught, which Mr. Moncrief is poſitive 
he ſent him in April. Now how ſhould 
Mr. Cockburne know, that I and my Officers 
differed in ſome particular Points relating to 
Facts, before he had heard either Side of 
the Queſtion? Here ſeems to be a judicial Blind- 
neſs, and our zcalous Scarcher after Truth, 
has, at length, diſcovered it; but how much 
to his Honour, I lcave the World to judge. 
His endeavouring to ſupport a Forgery has, by 
his providential blundering and advancing 
Contradictions, inconteſtably, eſtabliſhed the 
Truth of it; and this Draught which is drawn 
with ſo much Art to prove me Criminal, he 
has made bear Evidence of my Innocence: 
Magna eſt Veritas, et prevalebit? This 
I have more than once told Mr. Dobbs, and 
Ladviſcd him as Amicus Curiæ, before our 
Conteſt began, to take care his Witneſſes did 
not lead him into a Scrape: Nay, I offered 
him by his Friend Mr. Allen, in Lloyd's 
Coffee Houſe, ſince Mr. Dobbs's laſt Arrival 
in England, not to publiſh my Forgery De- 
relied, and ſhewed the ſaid Mr. Allen the 
Copy: of my Letter, which 1 had ſent to the 
late Lords of the Admiralty; wherein I faid i 
Recourie had been had to Forgery to make 
me gaulty. 1 offered, I ſay, out of Compaſſion 
to Mr. Dobbs's Character, to ſtifle that Pamph- BY 
q | let, 


WDaration of Honour, and that I might have 
atisfaction for what I had ſuffered, ro which 
his faid Friend Allen anſwered, he could not 
o that, becauſe it would prevent his getting 
SShips ſent out again upon the Diſcovery®. 

= On the whole, with regard to what Mr. 
Dobbs has ſhewn, my being kept out of 
SE mploy (for my Service to my Country, 
nd for near 4000/7. Loſs) may, I think, 
ESwithout Difficulty, be accounted for, after 
Ihe glaring Proof Mr. Dobbs has given of the 
Impartiality I met with from one of my 
Nudges, and this inconteſtable Eſtabliſhment 
Mt the Forgery, which was beſore ſworn to, 
yy the Man on whom the Draught was fix- 
ed. After this, I fay, let Mr. Dobbs, it he 
an, read without Blnſhing, nay without rhe 
Wurmoſt Confuſion, the following cxulting 
Paſſage in Page 3, of his Anſwer. 

= © Now, I think, from the(c authentic 


. f « Proofs of the Falſity of Axx's Affidapit, 
a have given the Captain the Clue he fo 
a much deſired, to extricate himſelt out of 


the Labyrinth he had been at fo great Pains 
„to draw himſelf into, and have finiſhed 


© HH the Task he impoſcd upon me, of cleanſing 
© F< this Augean Stable, without much Hercu- 
a “ /a Labour, having had Truth on my Sideft. 
A Let him come off from this glaring Attack 


= © with as much Honour if he can; for now 
; D it 


Over Shoes over Boots. 
1 As it evidently appears by the foregoing, 


et, upon Condition he would make me a Re- 
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it is my Turn to examine into the Captain's XY 
& Conduct, in procuring. ſuch an Atteſtation Wi Mr 
“ and Affidavit, ſo contrary to Truth, as this rad 
«1 am perſuaded appears to every impartial "Fats 
«© Reader, who cannot doubt Mr. Cockburne's Ws 
te or Mr. Moncrief 's Veracity ; they have no- 1 
& thing in View but to declare the Truth, r, 
£ being quite diſintereſted in this Debate F.” For 
In the ſame Page 3, he is leading his Rea- 9 Mr. 
ders: He tells us, that he believes he ſhall be , 4 
juſtified in ſaying, that no Terſon will believe un 
that the Gunner, Axx, ſhould make an Atteſt- bl. 
ation, and afterwards fo flagrant an Af ii. rem. 
davit, againſt Truth e, when he knew there to 
was Evidence againſt him f, wantonly and nim 
without ſome Berna ; and therefore there 2 peril 
#s ſtrong Preſumptions that he MUST Bu 775 
tampered with . He then proceeds to ſhew, Bi * 
that Axx skulked and would have avoided Bi No! 
making this Oath, that he kept out of the 7 
Way till J forced him up, by a peremptory Mthe! 
Order from the Lords of the Admiralty, and =: 
that 1 having nooſed him with his Atteſtation, Wl not 
he was obliged to go through-ſtitch, and make Lab. 
the Affidavit contrary to his Conſcience. This 1 
begging . t 
ui I. 
+ As Mr. Deb: has made appear, by printing the Letter. Mir but 


* Why againſt Truth? Becauſe it makes againſt Mr. Dobbs 3 

and Witneſſes. This is pretty dogmatical in that worthy Gen- 

tleman. * uc if 
+ Extremely credible, as the above has ſnewn. 4$ 

t When muſt he be tampered with, when he comes hom? | 4 

again? I ſuppoſe he means muſt have been. : 


9918 


begging the Queſtion, and concluding from 
Phat was never. granted, is as common with 
Mr. Dobbs, as his tearing honeſt, Mens Cha- 
racters to pieces. Mr. Dobbs could not but 
know I applied to the Admiralty Board to 
have Axx brought up, for his Friend Cock- 
re had then a Scat there. Mr. Axx's not 
coming up as ſoon as I wiſhcd, I ſhall account 
for immediatcly; but let me now ask why 
r. Dobbs's Agents and Friends were not 
s deſirous as I, to have this Man brought up? 
Why, as he had Intereſt enough at that Honou- 
rable Board *? Why did he not by getting him 
removed to another Ship, kcep him at Home 
io juſtify this Draught having been made by 
him? And why he that is ſo good at tam- 
Wpcring with Witneſſes, durſt not attempt a 
Man whom he would have the World belicve 
== was corrupted by mc? f Cauſæ patent. Mr. 
Dobbs fcarcd, may be believed, this+ Draught 
Wa Forgery, and I ſuppoſe was informed, by 
the gencral Character Axx bears, or by ſome 
Mot his Inſtruments, that this corrupt Man would 
not be corrupted, and he ſhould loſe his 
Labour and be cxpoled, by cndeayouring to 
Þþ D 2 get 
== * Mr. Cockburn, his particular Friend, having the Draught in 
his Hands, and being ſuch an intimate with Mr. Dobbs, ought, 
f but out of Cauriz/ry, to have had him brought, examined 
and confronted with Moncreif at the Honourable Board. 
x was not out of England before Mr. Dalés was here. 
but if Mr. Dobbs was not in Euglaud, he had Notice in Ireland 
f my Deſign to publiſh my Detegion of Fergery, and might 
we wrote to his Friend Mr. Coch burn to keep Axx back. 
1 1 leave my Readers to judge which from the Foregoing, 
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get him over to his Side. But to come to the 
Resſons for Axx s not coming up immediately; 

from which Mr. Dobbs btings a Charge of Cor. 
*ruption againſt me, and of Perjury againſt 
- Awwrx. After Axx had given me an Atteſta. 
tion under his Hand, he left the Town. [ 
afterwards was adviſed to get his Affidavit, ih 
anch accotdingly applied to the Lords of the 
Admiralty to order him up: Upon this Ap. 
plication, a Letter was written to his Com- 


manding Officer, to give Axx leave to come 
up for five Days. I told a Lord of the Admi- 


"obs: that was no Order; he anſwered, that 
the Perſon who wrote it muſt have miſtaken, 


for the Lords deſigned an Order. Axx not 1 


coming up, 1 then petſonally applied for 2 


ditect Order, and was told at the Admiralty, 
that the Officer had returned for Anſwer, that 


Axx was not to be found; however, ſaid the 


Gentleman who ſpoke to me, if you can find 
him, their Lordſhips will ſend an Order for 
him to attend you; but 1 need not repeat: 
what is already publiſhed, and Mr. Dobbs has 

ſo well commented upon. I got at laſt a pc- 
remptory Order, and Axx came up. I leave 
my Reader to make what Reflections on this 


he pleaſes. Mr. Cockburne was then at the 


Admiralty Board, and was no Stranger to the 

Draught, though no other Lord knew any 

thing "of ſuch material Proof againſt me wherc-· 

fore tis odd that only a Permiſſion ſhould be ſen: * 

down inſtead of a politiveOrder! for him to come. 
a When 


[21] 
When Ax came up, he went to my Lodg- 
| ings; and the Maſter of the Houſe ants him 
to me in the Temple, where I then was, at a 
Gentleman's' Chambers, who examined Axx, 
and drew his Affidavit. This Gentleman ask d 
Arx the Reaſon of his not coming to Town 
ſooner? He anſwered, that when he got on 
Board, his Officer told him, he had leave to 


but he thought, as they were upon failing, he 


might firſt get his Guns mounted, and their 


Tackling in Order, which he did, but came 
up immediately upon the abſolute Order being 
received. Mr. Dobbs having proved the For. 
gery in attempting to defend it, rendered this 
Anſwer-uſcleſs; it is ex Mera Gratia. The 
Truth of Axx having given the aboye Reaſon 
for his having delayed coming to Town, will 


be atteſted by the Gentleman who examined 


him (whoſe Character Mr. Dobbs will hardly 
dare to nibble at) and another Perſon of known 
Probity-who was preſent; if required. 

With regard to Axx being recommended to 
a bigger Ship by a Lord of che Admiralty, it is 
poſſibly true; and if this Recommendation 
was fruitleſs, we may be allowed to gueſs who 
rendered it ſo: But the Inſinuation that he was 
recommended by my Intereſt, who have no In- 
tereſt atthe honourable Board to get Preferment 
for myſelf, is ridiculous. 

Mr. Dobbs ſeems to deem it a Bete 
that Axx is gone off, by which there is no Op- 

Pertunity of tracing this Myſtery of Iniquity : 


Sure] Y, 


go and attend Capt. Middleton for five Days, 


22 


_—_ Mr. Dobbs: thinks he writes to Chil- 
dten ; Why did he not, I ask again, at the time 
he was diffident of the Truth of the Draught, 
get by his latereſt, this Gunner to be ſent for, 
as well as take his cautions and-providential 
Steps; he was certainly capable, and the only 
onc capable, to clear up his Doubts, and prevent 
his being impoſed upon. His oral Teſtimony 
would have left me no Subterfuge, and I muſt 
have. taken Shame to myſelf for having endea- 
yourcd to impoſe on the Government in ſo egre- 
gious a Manner. Axx might have been in 


Town in as little time as was taken up in Mr. 


Cockburne's writing two Letters to the Purſer, 

and receiving their reſpectire Anſwers : He was 
not at that time aooſed with an Atteſtation, and 
he might have been examined before the Lords 
as my other Officers, without my knowing of 
it; it was three Weeks after the Examination of 
the others, before I had any Account of it from 
the Admiralty, and any other was not authentic 
enough to engage my Attention. 

Mr. De wille, Dobbs ſays in P. 115, pal- 
liates it by ſwearing, e That Arx laid he never 
wrote to any Lord of the Admiralty, or to 
* Hgate, or to any other Perſon whatever, 
« with relation to the Voyage, to the Prejudice 
ce of the Captain: And then tells us, © Tis 
plain that Axx did not know what he wrote 
* was to the Prejudice of the Captain, not 
“ knowing how the Captain had made his 
« Draught: What docs this Remark gain Mr. 
Dobbs ? ſince Axx no where palliates in his 


Affidavit, 
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Affidavit, -which, for the Satisfaftioh of the 
Reader,' I here Print. * 


} 


Afﬀidavit of George Axx, 4 Gunner if the 


F urnace. 


8 e 


Hereas in a Pamplet intituled, Remarks 


Eſq; there is a Letter and Draught printed with 
my Name, as the Author of both, in Page 144 
and 145 of the ſaid Pamphlet, which 1 appre- 
hend is with a malicious Deſign to injure the 
aforeſaid Captain, and is a Reflection on my 
own Reputation, 

I George Axx, late Gunner of his Majeſty: $ 
Ship the Furnace, when ſent upon a Diſcovery 
of a North-Weſt Paſlage, under the Command 
of Captain Chriſtopher Middleton, make Oath, 
That1 never did write the ſaid Letter, or make 
any ſuch Draught, as is publiſhed under my 
Name, or ſent any Letter, or Draught, with 
relation to Captain Middleton, or the aforeſaid 
Voyage, to either Mr. //ygete, a Lord of the 
Admiralty, or to any other Perſon whomſoever, 
ſince my Return from the ſaid Voyage, as is 
falſly aſſerted in the ſaid Pamphlet, and that both 
the ſaid Letter and Draught are abſolutely 
forged. 


Sworn at the Public Office 
1f Decem. 1744, before 
T. Burrqughs, 


GEORGE Axx. 


This 


upon Capt. Middleton Defence, &c. 
publiſhed under the Name of Arthur Dobbs, 
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This Affidavit wasdrawn up from Axx's own 
Mouth, after his having been minutely examined 
by che Gentleman who drew it, and I may ſay 
he examined him rather like a Divine than 
a Lawyer: Every Anſwer Axx gave was clear, 
eaſy, and without Heſitation, nay, the Gentle- 
man was ſo curious as to examine his Eyes and 
Looks; and as there was no Heſitation in, no 
pumping for, his Replies, ſo there was no Change 
in his Countenance, which was ſteady, and the 
Man without the leaſt Concern upon his Spirits. 

I am asked at the Bottom of the Page 115, 
e Why, as I always ſuſpected that the Letter 
« and Draught from Axx was forged, I ſhould 
te act with ſo much Caution before Dewzlde, 
as to adviſe Axx to be careful what he ſaid or 
« ſigned; as it might ruin him if it was not 
te the Truth?” I anfwer, becauſe I knew the 
Induſtry of Mr. Dobbs; becauſe 1 knew his 
Witneſſes Characters; becauſe I knew the 
Lieutenant, once ſtrenuous in my Vindication, 
had been drawn over to give Evidence againſt 
me, his Journals, his Reports, his own Con- 
ſcience, and the Truth; becauſc 1 knew that 
Mankind is frail, and becauſe I did not know | 


but by the low Art and Cunning of the Man, 
whom l ſuſpect Author of this Forgery, back d 
by Bribes and Promiſes, Axx might alſo have 
been ſurprized, and incautiouſly have. ſigned 
What might have been drawn up and ready 
sketched for him; and laſtly, becauſe ſo great 
a Man as the ſecond Lord of the Admiralty, had 
out of Curiaſity, intermeddled in the 1 
| eſe 


al 262. 
Wioully; tho' I can't ſay ſo providentially (as 


Worrupted) before a Witneſs, whoſe Probity 
Mr. Dobbs' dares not impeach, tho' he has 
bliquely ſtruck at it. Whether the Reaſons 


f my Readers. 

Pp. 117, Mr. Dobbs ſays, to take his own 
ords, But I muſt farther obſerve, that I 
am credibly ,informed that the Captain had 
prepared upon this Affidavits being made, a 
Letter of Attorney for Axx to ſign, to give a 
power to ſuc me for the Forgery ; and Capt. 
Middleton told one of my Friends that, he 
= would enter an Action of 20,000 J. Damages 
= againſt: me, for if it had not been for my At- 
tack upon his Character, he might have had 


cSshate of 20, ooo Value.” As to the Letter 
t Attorney, there was none prepared; a 
WV arcant of Attorney was, I allow, drawn up 
Dy a Friend of mine to be ſigned by Axx, to 
Puthorize Mr. William Umfreville, Attorney 
Wt Law, recommended by my ſaid Friend as a 
Ventleman of Integrity and Knowledge, to 
Proſecute upon this Forgery; but it was not 
ir. Dobbs who was to be ſued. 
As to the Story of my entering an Adion of 
o, oo. Mc. I deny it: I could not ſay fo, for 
was adviſed I could not but mediately at- 
5 Mr. Dobbs in Law, with relation to the 
E : Fora 


delt were "my Reaſons for aQting ſo cau- 


lr proves to be an honeſt Man, and not to be 


re valid or not, I muſt leave to the en 


* a King's Ship, and have taken Prizes to his 


6 88 

[265]. 
Forvery, except as a Publiſher of a Libel, for 
my Conſe! Kevin that Letter and Draught li- 
bellous, and alſo Mr. Dobbs's preface to the Lords | 
of the Admiralty but this, I thought, might 
make ſome weak People think, that I call upon 
the Law for Aid, as not being able to make my 
Defence: Wherefore, I reſolve rather to chooſe 
to plead my own Cauſe before the Public, and 
wait their Sentence, than to take any Advan- 
tage of his not deing a critical Diſtinguiſher in 
Points of Law, which does no way regard my 
having or not having concealed the Diſcovery. 
20,000 J. 1 mentioned to his Friend, when 
ſpeaking of the Forgery, for I faid 1 would not 
for that Sum have a Hand in a Forgery, without 
ſaying who was guilty of this, which Mr. Db: ; 
has taken ſo much Pains to defend, and thereby i I 
given me an Opportunity to put him in M indi 
of whathe toſd me in Print, that he touching 3 
a gall'd Filorſe would make him wince. 4 
As to Mr. Dobbs's Remarks on Hodg ſon's Af. 3 
fidavit, they are below Antwer; all tharl he ro I 
Hut is, that the Attorney, as | ſuppoſe he was 
by the Hand- Writing both of the Letter an 
Affidavit, made a C ouple of Miſtakes which E | 
have take n Notice of; all the reſt of his Defence 
rs too puetile for Notice. Axx's and Hog 2 ; 
Character are well known; none but Mig 
Dobbs could call their Probity in queſtion. 
much lets tax them with willful and corrupt 
Perjury, as he has done, throughout this Alte 


cation, cvery one who has appeared in my > 
nal 


8 1 e | 
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I here offer Mr. Dobbs to make Affidavit that I 
did not willfully, or thro' Careleſsneſs, neglect 
any thing which I thought might tend to the 
Diſcovery of a Paſſage; but, on the contrary, 
did all I poſlibly could to find one, and did not 
return homewards, till I was convinced a far- 
ther Search was needleſs; and that the Tides 
flowed in from the Eaſtern American Occan : 


On Condition that Mr. Dobbs will alſo make 


Oath, that he knew nothing of the Author or 
Authors, Writer or Writers, ot of any Conſult - 
ation, Meetings, or Debates, on, or about, 
or concerning, or any Ways relating to the anony- 
mous Letter; and that he himſelf ncither ad- 
viſed, nor was conſulted with, in the draw ing 
up of it; and that till it was ſent to him he had 
no previous Notice or Knowledge of the ſame; 
that he never inſtructed any one by Letters, or 
otherwiſc, to deſire me to write to him, Mr. 
Dobbs, that there might be ſtill Hopes of a 
Paſſage, tho' I thought otherwiſe ; and laſtly, 
not to tie him down to too many Heads, if he 


will alſo hear that he believes in his Conſcience, 


that Axx, Cuy, Hodg ſon, Wilſon, Mackbeth, 

&c. are forſworn in their Affidavits, and that 
the Draught he has publiſhed, under the Name 
of Axx, is, to the beſt of his Knowledge, ge- 
nuine. If he accepts this Challenge I ſhall believe 

he has been impoſed upon, and really has the 
Public Intereſt at Heart; but if he refuſes the 
Teſt, it will be, I think, an irrefragable Proof 
E 2 of 


half: But to put an End to all further Diſputes, 
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e ving taken a great deal 105 Pains to im 
poſe on the Public, with Views Which he has 
not been aſhamed to acknowledge; for the ho- 
neſt Gentleman ſeems to think there is no Crime 
in removing his Neighbour's Land-Mark, if he 
can find his — N in it. 
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N. B. My Rejoinder to Mr. Dobben Reply is 
note in the Preſs, and will ſpeedily be 


2 Wo. Ned. 
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